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You Owe Me!
*  an apology 

*  the years I lost 

*  the trust you broke 

*  a chance to feel safe 

*  an understanding 
of what you did!



You Owe Me!

THE DEBT IS REAL.

Forgiveness doesn’t minimize evil,  

deny the wrong, erase consequences, 
or require us to pretend.
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—  E S V  —

When he was reviled, he did not revile in 
return; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but continued entrusting himself 
to him who judges justly.

1 Peter 2:23



—  E S V  —

He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed.

1 Peter 2:24



DEBT OF SIN
Colossians 2:13-14; Matthew 6:12

We forgive from  
within the costly  

mercy of Jesus.
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Heart Check
What are you doing with the hurt?

* Feeding vengeance OR entrusting justice to God?

* Seeking their ruin OR praying for their true good?

* Regusing mercy OR ready to receive repentance?



Heart Check

Don’t test forgiveness by whether or not you still hurt.
Practice forgiveness by what you faithfully do with the hurt.



Their wrongdoing can take hold of us. 
Pursue freedom & peace by releasing their debt to God.  
Pray & seek mercy & love in your heart in Christ’s name.
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My Response 

Tells the truth without vengeance  

Entrusts judgment to God 

Makes room for healing,  
boundaries & consequences 

Depends on me.

Personal

T W O  D I M E N S I O N S  O F  F O R G I V E N E S S

Our Reconcil iation 

Joins truth, repentance & mercy  

Restores the relationship 

Rebuilds trust through time,  
repair & change 

Depends on both of us.

Relational
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the Difficult  
forgiveness of

GENESIS 42-45; 50:15-21

Joseph
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M U N I C H ,  1 9 4 7

“Jesus, help me! I can lift a hand. I can do that much.”



How do we know we’ve truly forgiven someone? 


What if we still think about how they wronged us? 


What if we don’t want to be around them?


Do they need to ask for forgiveness for us to forgive?

QUESTIONS ABOUT FORGIVING OTHERS

?

?

?

?



Remembering 

Grieving 

Processing 

Pain

≠ 

≠ 

≠ 

≠

Rehearsing 

Vengeance 

Prosecuting 

Bitterness



Father, what happened was wrong. You know 
what it has cost. I surrender my vengeance to 
you. Give me wisdom and protect those who 
need protection. Bring them to repentance and 
lead me to seek their true good. Do not let their 
evil take root in me. I entrust this case to you.

W H A T  C A N  I  P R A Y ?



The Other Side
“I repented but 

they still won’t 
forgive me.”

1 John 1:9 

Another person’s refusal 
can’t veto God’s mercy.



Is there a step you 
need to take today? 

Entrust a debt to God.    Confess a wrong. 

Receive assurance of God’s mercy. 

Know true freedom in Christ.




