






HAGAR
The God Who Sees&

GENESIS 16 & 21



WildernessWildernessWilderness
Into the







“And as she sat opposite him, she 
lifted up her voice and wept.”
Genesis 21:16

“And as she sat opposite him, she 
lifted up her voice and wept.”
Genesis 21:16

“And as she sat opposite him, she 
lifted up her voice and wept.”
Genesis 21:16



“And as she sat opposite him, she 
lifted up her voice and wept.”
Genesis 21:16

“And as she sat opposite him, she 
lifted up her voice and wept.”
Genesis 21:16

“And as she sat opposite him, she 
lifted up her voice and wept.”
Genesis 21:16



The End? 





“God opened 
her eyes, and she 
saw a well of water.”
Genesis 21:19
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“God opened 
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“God opened 
her eyes, and she 
saw a well of water.”
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“God opened 
her eyes, and she 
saw a well of water.”
Genesis 21:19



“Must my prayers be loudly spoken 
just to know the Father hears me? 

Must I die with no one knowing  
just to know the Father sees me?”



A Servant. 

Used by others. 

Pushed aside. 

Sent away.

Hagar’s Story



A Servant. 

Used by others. 

Pushed aside. 

Sent away.

Hagar’s StoryAbram & Sarai only call her “Maidservant” or “Slavewoman.” 
Only God calls her by her name (Gen. 16:8; 21:17). 

Slavewoman



A Servant. 

Used by others. 

Pushed aside. 

Sent away.

Hagar’s StoryEven her name means “stranger, immigrant, sojourner.”  
It also carries the sense of “fleeing” which fits her story. 
The runaway outsider.

Stranger



She “Took” 
She “Gave” 

He ‘Listened”



She “Took” 
She “Gave” 

He ‘Listened”



Failure of Faith
History Repeats:
Failure of Faith
History Repeats:
Failure of Faith
History Repeats:

Genesis 3        16



A Servant. 

Used by others. 

Pushed aside. 

Sent away.

Hagar’s Story



English Standard Version

… And when she saw that she had 
conceived, she looked with contempt on 
her mistress.

Genesis 16:4



Genesis 16:6

Then Sarai dealt harshly with 
her, and she fled from her.
Genesis 16:6

Then Sarai dealt harshly with 
her, and she fled from her.



“The angel of the Lord found her by a 
spring of water in the wilderness”

Genesis 16:7



And he said, “Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have 
you come from and where are you going?”

Genesis 16:8



ANGEL 
  YAHWEH

of



ANGEL 
  YAHWEH

of

She’s Interacting with God! 
(Gen. 16:13; Exod. 3; 23:20-22)
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WHO SEES
The God

י ל רֳאִ֑ | EL ROIאֵ֣



SCANNING 
OR SEEING?

SCANNING 
OR SEEING?



English Standard Version

O Lord, you have searched me and 
known me!

Psalm 139:1



“To be loved but not known is comforting but 
superficial. To be known and not loved is our 
greatest fear. But to be fully known and truly 
loved is, well, a lot like being loved by God.” 

— Tim Keller



“And the angel of the Lord said to her, ‘Behold, you 
are pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call  

his name Ishmael, because the Lord has  
listened to your affliction.’” 

Genesis 16:11



English Standard Version

And God heard the voice of the boy, and 
the angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven and said to her, “What troubles 
you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard 
the voice of the boy where he is. Up! Lift 
up the boy, and hold him fast with your 
hand, for I will make him into a great 
nation.”

Genesis 21:17-18
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ישְִׁמָעֵאֽל׃

WHO HEARS
The God

ISHMAEL |



“And the angel of the Lord said to her, ‘Behold, you 
are pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall call  

his name Ishmael, because the Lord has  
listened to your affliction.’” 

Genesis 16:11



“Must my prayers be loudly spoken 
just to know the Father hears me?”



Hagar doesn’t pray a polished prayer. 
She cries, and God hears. 

Don’t wait for the right words. Reach for him! 
Pray in the car, in the kitchen, in need, in joy, 
in the everyday. 

A Listening EarA Listening Ear



Because he hears, we can ask — honestly, 
specifically, repeatedly. Not because he 
owes us, but because he cares.

A Listening EarA Listening Ear

“casting all your anxieties on him, 
because he cares for you” (1 Pet. 5:7) 



“Must I be in heav’n with Him  
Just to know the Lord is reigning?  

Must I see His acts of power,  
Just to know that He is with me?”
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WHO IS NEAR
The God

נוּ אֵלֽ׃ | IMMANUELעִמָּ֥



What’s in a Name?

Hagar
A stranger to  

others, God calls 
her by name. El Roi

“God Who Sees”

Ishmael
“God Hears”

Immanuel
“God With Us”



English Standard Version

She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.”  All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
call his name Immanuel” (which means, 
God with us).

Matthew 1:21-23



WildernessWildernessWilderness
God With Us in Hardship
Deut. 1:31; 2:7 | Hos. 2:14-15; 13:5 | Rev. 12:14



This room is filled 
with radio waves.

But you won’t hear it until 
you have an antenna to 

receive it and tune in. 



These disciplines don’t 
summon an absent God. 



These disciplines don’t 
summon an absent God. 

They help tune our hearts to 
God, who’s already near.



You can rush through a whole day and miss Him. 
Or you can slow down and notice: 

He’s been there the whole time.

slow down  

He’s been there the whole time.

slow down  

He’s been there the whole time.



Praise the Lord! I am forgiven! 

And my Father up in heaven knows 
and hears and will be with me; 

Praise the Lord! I am His child!



He sees you. He’s right here.

He Knows You.

Do You Know Him?

‘I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in to 
him and eat with him, and he with me’




