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Questions
How do we answer

&
?disagreements

with squabbles?



MEETING
Finding God’s Will

The
Acts 15



English Standard Version

“ ”But some men came down from Judea and were 
teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised 
according to the custom of  Moses, you cannot be 
saved.”

Acts 15:1



English Standard Version

“ ”And after Paul and Barnabas had no small 
dissension and debate with them, Paul and 
Barnabas and some of  the others were appointed 
to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders 
about this question.

Acts 15:2



English Standard Version

“ ”And after Paul and Barnabas had no small 
dissension and debate with them, Paul and 
Barnabas and some of  the others were appointed 
to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders 
about this question.

Acts 15:2



alone
Consider God’s will

1



Peter
•"God made a 
choice" (15:7) 
• ”God...bore 
witness" (15:8) 
• God made no 
distinction (15:9)



Peter Paul & 
Barnabas•"God made a 

choice" (15:7) 
• ”God...bore 
witness" (15:8) 
• God made no 
distinction (15:9)

• God's approval 
shown in signs (15:12) 
• Purpose of signs: 
confirm the message 
with authority (Mk 
16:20, cf. 1 Cor 2:4-5)



Peter Paul & 
Barnabas

James
•"God made a 
choice" (15:7) 
• ”God...bore 
witness" (15:8) 
• God made no 
distinction (15:9)

• God's approval 
shown in signs (15:12) 
• Purpose of signs: 
confirm the message 
with authority (Mk 
16:20, cf. 1 Cor 2:4-5)

• Based his argument 
on “the words of the 
prophets" (15:15) 
• Prophecy has 
authority from God 
(2 Pet 1:21)



the “therefore” formula

“it is written” 
“therefore”  
“my judgment”

Drawing Necessary Conclusions OUT of Scripture

1
2
3



the opinion formula
Putting Preconceived Conclusions INTO Scripture

1
2
3

“it is written” 
“therefore”  
“my judgment”



together
Consider God’s will

2



Gather & 
Consider

• They "gathered 
together to consider 
this matter" (15:6). 
• Seek God’s will in the 
community of faith (cf. 
Ac 2:41, 17:11, 18:26).



Speak & 
     Listen

Gather & 
Consider

• They "gathered 
together to consider 
this matter" (15:6). 
• Seek God’s will in the 
community of faith (cf. 
Ac 2:41, 17:11, 18:26).

• They spoke as to 
brothers (15:7,13)  
• They quietly listened 
(15:12, 13) 
• God-given leaders 
directed (15:6-13,22)



Speak & 
     Listen

• They spoke as to 
brothers (15:7,13)  
• They quietly listened 
(15:12, 13) 
• God-given leaders 
directed (15:6-13,22)

Gather & 
Consider

• They "gathered 
together to consider 
this matter" (15:6). 
• Seek God’s will in the 
community of faith (cf. 
Ac 2:41, 17:11, 18:26).

Unite & 
Support

• They came "to one 
accord" (15:25) 
• United action: "it 
seemed good to…the 
whole church” (15:22).



biblically
Consider God’s will

3





show
Biblical  Authority

&
Acts 15

tell



Peter
• made a necessary 
inference from what 
God said and did 
• using common 
sense, draw the only 
logical conclusion 
(cf. Mk 12:26-27,  
Mt 22:41-45)



Peter Paul & 
Barnabas• made a necessary 

inference from what 
God said and did 
• using common 
sense, draw the only 
logical conclusion 
(cf. Mk 12:26-27,  
Mt 22:41-45)

• appealed to their own 
approved example of 
converting gentiles 
accompanied by signs 
(15:12)



Peter Paul & 
Barnabas• made a necessary 

inference from what 
God said and did 
• using common 
sense, draw the only 
logical conclusion 
(cf. Mk 12:26-27,  
Mt 22:41-45)

• appealed to their own 
approved example of 
converting gentiles 
accompanied by signs 
(15:12)



Peter Paul & 
Barnabas

James
• made a necessary 
inference from what 
God said and did 
• using common 
sense, draw the only 
logical conclusion 
(cf. Mk 12:26-27,  
Mt 22:41-45)

• appealed to their own 
approved example of 
converting gentiles 
accompanied by signs 
(15:12)

• showed how a  
direct statement of 
Scripture authorized 
them to bring the 
gospel to the nations 
(15:13-19)



Peter Paul & 
Barnabas

James
• appealed to the 
authority of what
GOD IMPLIES • appealed to the 

authority of what
GOD SHOWS

• appealed to the 
authority of what
GOD TELLS

us through approved 
apostolic examples

to us, leaving us to 
come to a necessary 
inference

us by a command  
or direct statement 
in Scripture



IMPLY SHOW TELL
command or 
direct statement

approved examplenecessary inference

law



IMPLY SHOW TELL
command or 
direct statement

approved examplenecessary inference

“is there a 
statute that 

applies to this 
case?”



IMPLY SHOW TELL
command or 
direct statement

approved examplenecessary inference

“is there a 
statute that 

applies to this 
case?”

"Are there 
precedents from 
other cases that 
should apply?”



IMPLY SHOW TELL
command or 
direct statement

approved examplenecessary inference

“is there a 
statute that 

applies to this 
case?”

"Are there 
precedents from 
other cases that 
should apply?”

"Are there 
conclusions that 
may logically be 
drawn from the 

evidence?” 



IMPLY SHOW TELL
command or 
direct statement

approved examplenecessary inference

worship



IMPLY SHOW TELL
command or 
direct statement

approved examplenecessary inference

“Let a person examine 
himself…and so eat 

of the bread and 
drink of the cup.”  

1 cor 11:28



IMPLY SHOW TELL
command or 
direct statement

approved examplenecessary inference

“Let a person examine 
himself…and so eat 

of the bread and 
drink of the cup.”  

1 cor 11:28

“On the first day of 
the week, when we 

were gathered 
together to break 
bread…” acts 20:7



IMPLY SHOW TELL
command or 
direct statement

approved examplenecessary inference

“Let a person examine 
himself…and so eat 

of the bread and 
drink of the cup.”  

1 cor 11:28

“On the first day of 
the week, when we 

were gathered 
together to break 
bread…” acts 20:7

“Remember the 
Sabbath day,  

to keep it holy.”  
exodus 20:8



“C E N I”



“C E N I”
Command,

Example,
Necessary Inference



“C E N I”
Command,

Example,
Necessary Inference

All Require Humble, Discerning Care (2 Tim. 2:15)



“C E N I”
Command,

Example,
Necessary Inference

CONTEXT: What are we meant to take from this?



“C E N I”
Command,

Example,
Necessary Inference

Does the example reveal God’s will for the church?



“C E N I”
Command,

Example,
Necessary Inference

Is the conclusion logical, honest & faithful to the text?



act with authority

Tells 
shows  
implies

by considering together what God

1
2
3

Commands 
& Statements

Approved 
Examples

Common Sense 
Conclusions



act with authority

Read & Obey 
Notice & Imitate 
Reason & Apply

by considering together what God

1
2
3



English Standard Version

“ ”
“Since we have heard that some persons have gone 
out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling 
yo u r m i n d s, a l t h o u g h we gave t h e m n o 
instructions, it has seemed good to us, having come 
to one accord, to choose men and send them to you 
with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have 
risked their lives for the name of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, 
who themselves will tell you the same things by 
word of  mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than 
these requirements: that you abstain from what has 
been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from 
what has been strangled, and from sexual 
immorality. If  you keep yourselves from these, you 
will do well. Farewell.”

Acts 15:24-29



English Standard Version

“ ”
“Since we have heard that some persons have gone 
out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling 
yo u r m i n d s, a l t h o u g h we gave t h e m n o 
instructions, it has seemed good to us, having come 
to one accord, to choose men and send them to you 
with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have 
risked their lives for the name of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, 
who themselves will tell you the same things by 
word of  mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than 
these requirements: that you abstain from what has 
been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from 
what has been strangled, and from sexual 
immorality. If  you keep yourselves from these, you 
will do well. Farewell.”

Acts 15:24-29



English Standard Version

“ ”
“Since we have heard that some persons have gone 
out from us and troubled you with words, unsettling 
yo u r m i n d s, a l t h o u g h we gave t h e m n o 
instructions, it has seemed good to us, having come 
to one accord, to choose men and send them to you 
with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men who have 
risked their lives for the name of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, 
who themselves will tell you the same things by 
word of  mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy 
Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than 
these requirements: that you abstain from what has 
been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from 
what has been strangled, and from sexual 
immorality. If  you keep yourselves from these, you 
will do well. Farewell.”

Acts 15:24-29



Questions
How do we answer

&
?disagreements



Questions
How do we answer

disagreements
&

?
authority



Questions
How do we answer

disagreements
&

?
seek God’s will together 

& follow the Lord!



English Standard Version

“ ”“And when they had read it, they rejoiced because 
of  its encouragement.”

Acts 15:31



English Standard Version

“ ”“But we believe that we will be saved through the 
grace of  the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”

Acts 15:11




